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Draft horses have been a life long passion for
Brian and me. It is a family hobby for us that
introduced us to countless wonderful people
across the USA, Canada and even France.
Collectively, Brian and I have 55 years of
experience with draft horses of all breeds. The
Percheron is the breed that we admire most.
Brian has been a self-employed farrier for 9
years and enjoys studying Percheron pedigrees
on-line in his spare time. He has also been
called on to judge draft horse shows throughout
the northeast. After working 10 years in the
financial software industry, I have recently
started an equine photography business, Stacie
C. Lynch Photography (www.stacielynch.com).
In 2000, Brian and I bought land in Goshen,
CT, and built our home here in 2002. We
currently have 18 Percheron horses, 2 miniature
horses and a cross-bred filly on our farm.
Brian and I began our relationship with draft
horses through a friendship with the Kriz family
of Bethany, CT. This eventually led to our
relationship with one another. The Krizs are a
family of nine generations of farriers that are
most famous for shoeing the Budweiser
Clydesdales. My father had lived near the Kriz
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triends with them.

When my parents, Frank and Karen Castella,
life members of the PHAOA, bought property
in Pleasant Valley, NY, in 1973 they borrowed
a Belgian named Tony from Johnny and Joe
Kriz to use to clear the land where they were
going to build our family farm.

In 1976, my parents had gone to the Danbury
Fair in Danbury, CT, to assist the Kriz family
by driving a hitch in one of the parades. It
was there that my mother fell in love with a
Percheron filly foal that the Kriz family had at
the fair on display. The filly, Castle’s Felina
253353 was bred on the Kriz farm. She was
sired by Daleview William 251748 and out of
Hot Rod’s Donna 249748.

An article about Felina was published in the
Spring 1993 Percheron News and can also be
seen on our web site: http://
www.utopiapercherons.com/tribute/felina/
Felina.htm. Johnny put the weanling in a horse
trailer and told my parents to take her home
despite them not having the money to pay for
her at the time.

My father, a printer by trade, rebuilt a
printing press and sold it in order to come up
with the money to pay Johnny for Felina. From

Percheron business.

We raised a few foals out of Felina, one of
which was Castle’s Diesel 255765. Diesel was
foaled in 1981 and is still alive today, making
him 28 years old. A photo of Diesel and Felina
being driven as a pair was published in the 1987
Percheron Calendar for the month of

Stacie at three years old with Castle’s Felina
253353, as a yearling.
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